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Education and training: 

2010: 4 months visiting professor with focus on HIV-1 cure: Gladstone Institute, University of San 

Francisco, US.  

2002-2006: PhD in molecular virology, Rega Institute, Faculty of Medical Sciences, Catholic 

University Leuven, Belgium. This PhD was successfully defended 22 September 2006.   

2001-2001: training Internal Medicine Specialist, Pretoria Academic Hospital, South Africa.  

1999-2006: training Internal Medicine Specialist, Faculty of Medical Sciences, Catholic University 

Leuven, Belgium . 

998-1999: Specialist in Tropical Medicine, Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium.  

1991-1998:MD- distinction, Faculty of Medical Sciences, Catholic University Leuven, Belgium  

 

Current positions: 2010  –  Current Position: Head HIV-1 Cure Research Centre, Faculty of 

Medicine and Health Sciences, University Ghent, Belgium. 2010  –  Current Position: Assistant 

professor in Internal Medicine (5%), Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, University Ghent, 

Belgium. 2009 –  Current Position: Head of Clinic in Internal Medicine, Coordinator HIV-1 Clinical 

unit, Principal Investigator HIV-1 clinical trials, Ghent University Hospital, Belgium (100%). 

 

Fellowships and awards  

2003 – 2006: PhD fellowship from the agency for Innovation by Science and Technology Flanders, 

executed at the Rega Institute, Faculty of Medical Sciences, Catholic University Leuven, Belgium. 

2008-2018:  Fund for Scientific Research Flanders, postdoctoral Fundamental Clinical Mandate, 

University Hospital Ghent, Belgium.2005: Young Investigator Award at the Annual Congress of the 

Belgian Society of Internal Medicine from the Belgian Society of Internal Medicine, Belgium. 

2006: Young Investigator Award; February 2006: Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic 

infections, Denver, US.2006: Young Investigator Award for Basic HIV-1 research; (1 out of 13000 

submitted abstracts); August 2006: XVI World Aids Conference, Toronto, Canada.  

2014: Award for best basic research “analysis of the viral reservoir in distinct patient cohorts”. 

Belgian HIV-1 annual congress. 

 

Supervision of graduate students and postdoctoral fellows:  

2008-2017: Supervision of PhD students that defended their PhD:Peter Messiaen, Maja Kiselinova, 

Pawel Bosckowski and Eva Malatinkova 

2011- 2016: post- doc supervision Ward De Spiegelaere(now faculty member, Veterinarian 

Medicine).  

2016- Still ongoing: post- doc supervision Eva Malatinkova, Magdalena Sips and recently 

Wojciech Witkowski 

2012- Still ongoing: supervision of 8PhD students, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, 

University Hospital Ghent   

 

Teaching activities:  

2009 – ongoing: “Critical reflections on clinical practice in infectious diseases”(4h), 3e master in 

Medicine, University Ghent, Belgium  (45 students). 

2009-ongoing: “General Medical Pathology”: The patient with  glands due to viral infections”(4h), 

2e master in Dentistry, University Ghent, Belgium  (30 students).  

2009-ongoing: “Capita Selecta” (4h)in Master after Master for the Hospital doctor and for the second 

year Registrar, University Ghent, Belgium (120 Students).  

Coordinating Examinator for the integrated clinical examination for students of the 4e master in 

Medicine (8h/y) (8students). Examinator master thesis in medicine (8h/y) (4students) 

 

2014-ongoing: organizer of the annual HIV reservoir quantification course (3 day program, 30 

students, International educational course).  
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2014-ongoing: Manama in Internal Medicine 4h/week: 200h/year 

2017-ongoing: HIV specialist nursestraining 1h/month: 12h/year 

2015-ongoing: Post graduate training ofGeneral Practitioner: 10x 2h sessions: 20h/year 

 

 

Organization of Scientific Meetings: 2008: Symposium organizer: Belgian HIV-1 reference center 

and laboratory day, Ghent, Belgium, 170 participants.  

2013- ongoing: scientific committee member: European HIV-1 & Hepatitis Workshop , annually 300 

participants.  

2013- ongoing: scientific committee member: European aids conference, 5500 participants.  

2015- ongoing: scientific committee member: European conference on Clinical Microbiology and 

Infectious Diseases (>10.000 attendees)   

2016- ongoing: scientific committee member: Belgian HIV Research Day (BREACH) 

2017- ongoing: organizer HIV Cure meeting (200 attendees).  

 

Institutional Responsibilities 
2009-ongoing: member of the department of Internal medicine, University Ghent, Ghent, Belgium. 

2006-ongoing: steering member of the Council for antibiotic stewardship, University Hospital Ghent, 

Ghent, Belgium.  

2009-ongoing: Principal Investigator Eurosida (150 study participants)(EuroSIDA study is a 

prospective observational cohort study of more than 25.000 patients in 34 European countries), 

University Hospital Ghent. 

2014-ongoing: Faculty council member, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences.  

2016-ongoing: replacement member Research Council.  

2017-ongoing: membercommission of scientific research 

 

Commissions of Trust 

2013-ongoing: Belgian Higher Health Councel, Scientific Advisory Board on HIV-1 topics 

2014-ongoing: King Baudouin Foundation: Scientific committee member.  

 

Memberships of Scientific Societies: 2009- ongoing: BREACH (Belgian network on HIV-1 

research): founding member and scientific committee member. 2009-ongoing: ESAR (European 

Society of Antiviral Resistance), founded in Utrecht, I’m the Belgian Representative.  

 

Reviewer Activity: Ad-hoc reviewer for Journal of Virology, AIDS, Retrovirology, Journal of 

Antimicrobial Chemotherapy, International Journal of AIDS, J. Exp Medicine… 

2012- ongoing: Reviewer Spanish Clinical Research Network,  Spain.  

2013-ongoing: Reviewing of Grants: European selection committee: partnering for cure initiative, 

BMS Europe. 2012-ongoing: International Aids Society: reviewer of abstracts for the annual congress.  

2013-ongoing:ECCMID (European Congress on Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases): 

reviewer of abstracts for the annual congress.  

2014-ongoing: Editorial board: Journal of viral eradication. 

 

Overall publication track-record 

I have a total of >130 authorships in international peer review journals. My total number of times 

citedfrom the Web of Science is currently 1803. The number of citations of the ten most cited articles 

is 1042. Mean impact factor of the articles of the last five years is 4.200. My h-index is 22 

 

 

 

 



 

 

New research financing as well as current and recently concluded research financing (projects, 

grants and equipment) since January 2013  

 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency KBS 

Start and end date 1/10/2011-30/09/2014 

Budget 100.000€ (UGent/UZGent) 

Title Evaluation of the viral reservoir in patient on 

ART 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

Start and end date 1/01/2011-01/12/2014 

Budget 100.000$ (UGent/UZGent) 

Title Transcriptome analysis in a primary HIV 

latency model 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove, Sabine Kinloch 

Funding agency  American Foundation for Aids Research 

Start and end date 1/04/2011-30/09/2015 

Budget 300.000$ (250.000$ for UGent/UZGent) 

Title HIV DNA analysis in patients starting ART 

very early 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  KBS 

Start and end date 1/01/2015-31/12/2015 

Budget €40.000 (UGent/UZGent) 

Title Integration site analysis in patients on ART 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  IWT (PhD mandate) 

Start and end date 01/01/2012-31/12/2015 

Person months 48 person months and bench fee (3.718,44 

Euro yearly) 

Title HIV DNA as an important marker to 

distinguish different patient cohorts  

Researchers Eva Malatinkova 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  IWT (PhD mandate) 



Start and end date 01/10/2011-31/09/2015 

Person months 48 person months and bench fee (3.718,44 

Euro yearly) 

Title HIV latency models  

Researchers Pawel Bonczkowski 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  UGent startersgrant 

Start and end date 01/04/2012-31/03/2016 

Person months 1 FTE PhD student 4 jaar 

Title HIV RNA based assays to study the HIV 

reservoir  

Researchers Maja Kiselinova 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  UGent  

Start and end date 01/09/2012-31/08/2018 

Person months 1 FTE PhD student 6 jaar 

Title The HIV transcriptome analysis based new 

targets for HIV latency  

Researchers Wim Trypsteen 

 

Promoters and copromoters De Baere Elfride, Coucke Paul, 

Vandesompele Jo, De Sutter Petra, 

Vandekerckhove Linos, Deforce E Dieter, 

Van Soom Ann, Peelman Luc, De Meyer 

Tim, Flamez Daisy, Bekaert Sofie, Messens 

Kathy 

Funding agency  Herculus type II aanvraag 

Start and end date 2013 

Budget  € 800.000 

Title HiSeq 2500: high-throughput next-

generation sequencer for ultrafast and cheap 

decoding of whole exomes, genomes, 

transcriptomes, epigenomes and viromes.  

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  IWT (PhD mandate) 

Start and end date 1/01/2016-31/12/2020 

Person months 48 person months and bench fee (3.718,44 

Euro yearly) 

Title HIV DNA as a new marker in HIV 

diagnostics 

Researchers Sofie Rutsaert 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Financierende instantie / Funding agency  IWT (PhD mandate) 

Start and end date 1/01/2016-31/12/2020 

Person months 48 person months and bench fee (3.718,44 



Euro yearly) 

Title The role van long non coding RNA’s in HIV 

mediated apoptosis 

Researchers Clarissa Van Hecke 

 

Promoter 

2
e
 promotor 

Guido Vanham (ITG, Antwerp) 

Linos Vandekerckhove 

Financierende instantie / Funding agency  IWT 

Start and end date 1/01/2015-31/12/2019 

Person months 48 person months and bench fee (3.718,44 

Euro yearly) 

Title Viral outgrowth and inhibition assays for the 

monitoring of HIV latency  

Researchers l Pieter Pannus 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  BMS 

Start and end date 1/10/2014-30/09/2016 

Person months € 100.000 UGent 

Title Long non-coding RNAs functioning during 

HIV latency development 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoters and copromoters Vandekerckhove L, Meuleman P, 

Verhasselt B, Van Vlierberghe P, Vemaelen 

K, De Spiegelaere W 

Funding agency  UGent, BOF, Basisuitrusting 

Start and end date 2015 

Budget  € 120.000 

Title Automatische bench-top cell sorter met 

biosafety hood voor gebruik in een biosafety 

level 3 faciliteit 

Researchers / 

 

 

Promoters and copromoters Eric Florence, Linos Vandekerckhove, 

Sabine Allard, Stephane De Wit, Guido Van 

Ham 

Funding agency IWT-TBM 

Start and end date 11/2014-10/2018 

Budget € 977.462, - (€361380 voor UGent/UZGent) 

Title Analytical treatment interruption in HIV 

positive patients with low viral reservoirs to 

evaluate the potential of a functional cure 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  FWO 

Start and end date 1/10/2015-30/09/2016 



Person months 1 postdoc FTE 3 jaar (1x verlengbaar) 

Title Long non-coding RNAs functioning in HIV 

infection and latency development 

Researchers Ward De Spiegelaere 

 

Promoter Zeger Debyser, Linos Vandekerckhove, 

Renate Konig 

Funding agency  HIV Era: IWT 

Start and end date 1/10/2014-30/09/2016 

Budget € 500.000, - (€ 250.000 voor UGent/UZGent) 

Title Exploring the molecular mechanisms of HIV 

latency 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoter Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency  Gilead Sciences 

Start and end date 1/01/2015-30/12/2015 

Person months € 15.000 

Title Comparison of different HIV integration site 

analysis platforms 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoters and copromoters Ole Schmeltz Sogaard, Mathias Lichterfeld, 

Galit Alter, Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency American Foundation for AIDS Research 

(amfAR) 

Start and end date 01/01/2015-30/12/2016 

Budget and/or person months $ 300.000 - (€ 30.000 for UGent/UZGent) 

Title Exploring the mechanisms for HIV 

persistence and the potential for HIV 

eradication using a TLR9 antagonist 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoters and copromoters Javier Martinez Picado, Linos 

Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency ViiV healthcare 

Start and end date 01/01/2015-30/12/2016 

Budget and/or person months € 450.000 - (€ 130.000 for UGent/UZGent) 

Title Evaluation of the HIV reservoir in patients 

switching from a PI towards an integrase 

based regimen 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency Merck 

Start and end date 01/01/2015-30/12/2018 

Budget and/or person months € 320.000 for UGent/UZGent 

Title HIV STAR study: evaluation the HIV 

sequences after structured treatment 



interruption and in depth sampling 

Researchers Marie-Angélique De Scheerder 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency BOF 

Start and end date 01/10/2016-30092/2017 

Budget and/or person months € 220.000  

Title Evaluation of CMV driven clonal 

proliferation in patients on supressive ART 

Researchers Eva Malatinkova 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency J&J 

Start and end date 01/01/2017-31/12/2017 

Budget and/or person months € 92.000 

Title HIV reservoir size as a predictor for 

virological failure in patients on chronic ART 

Researchers Sofie Rutsaert 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency Abivax 

Start and end date 01/10/2016-30/06/2017 

Budget and/or person months € 65.000 

Title Evaluation of the administration of ABX464 

in patients on PI monotherapy 

Researchers Sofie Rutsaert 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency BOF 

Start and end date 01/10/2016-01/09/2020 

Budget and/or person months € 180.000 

Title CAR-T cells as a new tool to eradicate the 

HIV viral reservoir 

Researchers Jon Huyghe 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove, Lisa Frenkel, James 

Mullins, Rafick Pierre Sékaly, Nicole Frahm, 

Oleg Denisenko 

Funding agency NIH 

Start and end date 07/08/2017-31/07/2022 

Budget and/or person months $ 776.759 

Title Defining HIV reservoirs that rebound 

following suspension of ART 

Researchers / 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove, Eva Malatinkova 

Funding agency BOF 

Start and end date 01/01/2018-31/12/2021 

Budget and/or person months € 200.000 



Title Dissection of the HIV reservoir in acutely 

infectedpatients treated immediately 

Researchers / 

 
 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency FWO 

Start and end date 01/01/2018-31/12/2021 

Budget and/or person months 48 person months and bench fee (3.718,44 

Euro yearly) 

Title Development of novel assays to characterize 

the size and dynamics of the HIV-1 viral 

reservoir 

Researchers Basiel Cole 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency ViiV healthcare 

Start and end date 01/01/2017-30/12/2021 

Budget and/or person months € 320.000  

Title Evaluation of the HIV reservoir in acute 

seroconverters: clinical sample collection 

Researchers  / 

 

Promoters and copromoters Linos Vandekerckhove 

Funding agency BOF 2-4j Project 

Start and end date 01/01/2017-30/12/2021 

Budget and/or person months € 200.000  

Title Evaluation of the HIV reservoir acute 

seroconverters: in depth scientific analysis 

Researchers  / 

 

  



Publications 
 

1. Rutsaert S, Bosman K, Trypsteen W, Nijhuis M, Vandekerckhove L. Digital PCR as a tool 
to measure HIV persistence. Retrovirology. 2018 Jan 30. Vol 15. 

IF= 3.867 
Ranking: 11/35 

Q2 
 

2. Molina JM, Grund B, Gordin F, Williams I, Schechter M, Losso M, Law M, Ekong E, 
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Q2 
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Leavitt, R; Teppler, H. Raltegravir 1200 mg once daily versus raltegravir 400 mg twice 
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infection: a randomised, double-blind, parallel-group, phase 3, non-inferiority trial. Lancet 
HIV. 2017 Nov. Vol. 4 [11] 
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Ranking= 2/84 

Q1 
 
 

6. Line Vibholm, Mariane H Schleimann, Jesper F Højen, Thomas Benfield, Rasmus 
Offersen, Katrine Rasmussen, Rikke Olesen, Anders Dige, Jørgen Agnholt, Judith Grau, 
Maria Buzon, Burghardt Wittig, Mathias Lichterfeld, Andreas Munk Petersen, Xutao Deng, 
Mohammed Abdel-Mohsen, Satish K Pillai, Sofie Rutsaert, Wim Trypsteen, Ward De 
Spiegelaere, Linos Vandekerckhove, Lars Østergaard, Thomas A Rasmussen, Paul W 
Denton, Martin Tolstrup and Ole S Søgaard. Short-course TLR9 agonist treatment 
impacts innate immunity and plasma viremia in individuals with HIV infection. Clinical 
Infectious Diseases. Mar 2017. 

IF= 8.736 
Ranking: 2/83 

Q1 
 



7. Symons J, Chopra A, Malatinkova E, De Spiegelaere W, Leary S, Cooper D, Abana CO, 
Rhodes A, Rezaei SD, Vandekerckhove L, Mallal S, Lewin SR, Cameron PU. HIV 
integration sites in latently infected cell lines: evidence of ongoing replication. Retrovirolgy. 
Mar 2017 

IF= 5.228 
Ranking: 7/63 

Q1 
8. Bonczkowski P, De Scheerder MA, Malatinkova E, Borch A, Melkova Z, Koenig R, De 

Spiegelaere W, Vandekerckhove L. Protein expression from unintegrated HIV-1 DNA 
introduces bias in primary in vitro post-integration latency models. Scientific Reports. Dec 
2016. 

IF= 5.228 
Ranking: 7/63 

Q1 
 

 
9. Baeyens A, Naessens E, Van Nuffel A, Weening KE, Reilly AM, Claeys E, Trypsteen W, 

Vandekerckhove L2, Eyckerman S, Gevaert K, Verhasselt. HIV-1 Vpr N-terminal tagging 
affects alternative splicing of the viral genome. Scientific Reports. Oct 2016. 

IF= 5.228 
Ranking: 7/63 

Q1 
 
10. Trypsteen W, Mohammadi P, Van Hecke C, Mestdagh P, Lefever S, Saeys Y, De Bleser 

P, Vandesompele J, Ciuffi A, Vandekerckhove L, De Spiegelaere W. Differential 
expression of lncRNAs during the HIV replication cycle: an underestimated layer in the 
HIV-host interplay. Scientific Reports. Oct 2016. 

IF= 5.228 
Ranking: 7/63 

Q1 
 

11. Vynck M, Trypsteen W, Thas O, Vandekerckhove L, De Spiegelaere W.The Future of 
Digital Polymerase Chain Reaction in Virology. Molecular diagnosis & therapy. Oct 2016 

IF=2.602 
Ranking: 77/166 

Q2 
 

12. Lazarus JV, Laut KG, Safreed-Harmon K, Peters L, Johnson M, Fatkenheuer G, 
Khromova I, Vandekerckhove L, Maciejewska K, Radoi R, Ridolfo AL, Mocroft A. 
Disparities in HIV clinic care across Europe: findings from the EuroSIDA clinic survey. 
BMC infectious diseases. 20 Jul 2016 

IF= 2.690 
Ranking:33/83 

Q2 
 

13. Kiselinova M, De Spiegelaere W, Buzon MJ, Malatinkova E, Lichterfeld M, 
Vandekerckhove L. Integrated and Total HIV-1 DNA Predict Ex Vivo Viral Outgrowth.Plos 
Pathogens. Mar 2016. 

IF= 7.003 
Ranking: 12/123 

Q1 
 

14. Sasse A, Florence E, Pharris A, De Wit S, Lacor P, Van Beckhoven D, Deblonde J, 
Delforge ML, Fransen K, Goffard JC, Legrand JC, Moutschen M, Pierard D, Ruelle J, 
Vaira D, Vandercam B, Van Ranst M, Van Wijngaerden E, Vandekerckhove L, 
Verhofstede C. Late presentation to HIV testing is overestimated when based on the 
consensus definition. HIV medicine. Mar 2016. 

IF= 3.341 
Ranking: 23/83 

Q2 
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Latency in Primary T Cells Using a Replication-Competent Virus. Aids research and 
human retroviruses. Feb 2016. 
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16. Vancoillie L, Mortier V, Demecheleer E, Schauvliege M, Vandekerckhove L, Vogelaers D, 
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Yu XG, Lichterfeld M. Th1/17 Polarization of CD4 T Cells Supports HIV-1 Persistence 
during Antiretroviral Therapy. J Virol. 2015. Sep 2.  

IF= 4.606  
Ranking: 5/33  

 Q1  
 

20. Kiselinova M, Geretti AM, Malatinkova E, Vervisch K, Beloukas A, Messiaen P, 
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Ranking: 23/83 
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